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Memorandum 

To: Designated Doctors 

From: Erika Copeland, JD, Director, Designated Doctor Outreach and Oversight 

Date: December 20, 2012 

Subject: TDI-DWC Introduces Designated Doctor Basics Course 

The Texas Department of Insurance, Division of Workers’ Compensation (TDI-DWC) is 
introducing new training for doctors interested in becoming a designated doctor, new designated 
doctors or other designated doctors interested in improving their skills entitled Designated 
Doctor Basics Course.  

The free course will be presented on January 25, March 1 and April 26, 2013 at the Texas State 
University Small Business Development Center, 1555 University Blvd. in Round Rock. The 
course will be held from 9 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. 

Erika Copeland, Director of TDI-DWC’s Designated Doctor Outreach & Oversight section and 
Dr. Bill Defoyd, Special Advisor for Designated Doctor Program Development, will begin the 
course with an explanation of expectations of the course participants and an overview of the 
designated doctor processes. To view the course agenda, visit the TDI website at 
http://www.tdi.texas.gov/wc/dd/documents/ddbasics012515a.pdf. 

Course participants will: 
 review terms and concepts from the applicable Texas statutes, rules and Appeals Panel 

Decisions as well as the methodology for assigning impairment rating for the spine, 
lower extremity and upper extremity; and 

 work cases demonstrating methodology in answering specific questions designated 
doctors are ordered to address (maximum medical improvement (MMI), impairment 
rating (IR), extent of injury, return to work). 

Attendees are asked to bring the AMA Guides, 4th Edition and a laptop/iPad or similar device to 
access the ODG and MDGuidelines. The Texas State University Small Business Development 
Center is a wireless facility. 

Seven hours of continuing education credits will be provided. Please note that this course does 
not fulfill any requirements for attendance at TDI-DWC-approved training for initial or renewal 
certifications. 

Due to limited space, registration is required and is only open to designated doctors. Walk-in 
registrations will not be accepted. To register, visit the TDI website at 
https://wwwapps.tdi.state.tx.us/inter/perlroot/sasweb9/cgi-
bin/broker.exe?_service=wcExt&_program=progExt.medreg.sas. 

For additional details on this course, contact Chuck Whitacre at Chuck.Whitacre@tdi.texas.gov 
or (512) 804-4689. 


